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Geard had become in fact a local celebrity, a fairy-story hero;
and the rumours about his purchase of Chalice House, one of the
famous show-places of the town, had kept alive a romantic in-
terest, which, if the man had left the vicinity, would have soon
died down.
"Of course we've heard of Mr. Geard/' said the elder Dekker
politely, "and we met only today, at Miss Drew's, a very inter-
esting young man, who told us that he was a friend of yours,
Mr. Evans."
"I must not keep you, gentlemen, for I know il's late," went
on the Roman-faced Welshman, "but I would like to hear vhich
side you'd take in a dispute Mr. Geard and I have been having,
under the aegis of St. Joseph."
"I'd like to hear about it very much, Mr. Evans," said Mat
Dekker. "Won't you walk a step with us? For ! am a little afraid
that our housekeeper will be getting anxious about us/'
"Well . . . perhaps. . . ." murmured the Welshman, hesitat-
ing and glancing at his companion, '"perhaps my relative, Mr.
Geard, is feeling tired."
But they all four set themselves in motion in the direction of
the Vicarage; and it was not long before they reached the mediae-
val front of the Pilgrims' Inn. Although the rest of the street was
quiet, there were lights and the sound of raised voices inside the
mullioned windows of this old building.
"I was trying," said Mr. Evans, "to convince my relative that
the fact that so many visitors come to this spot from all over
the world is no proof that it is miraculous; but it is a proof that
something important can at any moment occur."
"Occur where?" enquired Mr. Dekker.
"In the mind!" cried the Welshman, raising his hand to his
head and giving his bowler hat such a violent jerk downward that
its brim rested on the bridge of his great nose.
Very gravely, as they all four stood still upon the illuminated
pavement outside the ancient inn, Mat Dekker extended his hand
to this bowler-hatted oracle.
"Good-night, Mr. Evans," he said. "We won't take you fur-
ther, but it interests me profoundly that you should make that
remark, because it's what I've been feeling for several years. I